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JONESVILLE FIRE DISTRICT
953 Main Street
Clifton Park, NY 12065

February 16, 2023, Public Hearing Minutes

The February 16, 2023, meeting of the Jonesville Fire District Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:33 PM by Commissioner Murphy.

Present were:  Commissioner Boss, Commissioner Casper, Commissioner Graves, Commissioner Murphy, Commissioner Tobin, District Administrator Adams, Station Manager Bonesteel, and Secretary/Treasurer Parseghian.

Guests present were:  Walter Smead, Town of Clifton Park Assessor; Tim Hannigan, Jonesville Fire District Attorney

Resolution No. :  BE IT RESOLVED TO open the Public Hearing Public Hearing for Partial Real Property Tax Exemption for Qualifying Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Ambulance Service Workers at 6:33 PM.
Motion:  Commissioner Mike Murphy
Second:  Commissioner Tom Tobin
ALL in favor, motion carried

[bookmark: _Hlk24536868](Insert discussion items here)
Public Comment:

Mike O’Brien – 15 Nottingham Way North - Thanked the BOFC for considering the tax exemption. Hopes that other entities in the County get on board as well.

Gerry Reicherter – 4 Essex Court - It’s been a long time coming.

Public Comment Closed at 6:36 PM

Walter Smead Representative from Town of Clifton Park Assessors Office spoke on things needed for his department from the district.
· List of all Volunteer Firefighters
· Their cerfication from the District
· A Copy of the Resolution by the District
· A copy of their driver’s license
· All Owners on the Deed on the 466-A form
Tim Hannigan – District Attorney- Exemptions are stackable for Vol FF Spouses owning the same house.
Classifications: Interior FF, Exterior FF and Fire Police. NOT Life Members, NOT Ladies aux.
This Exemption is for this September 2023




























JONESVILLE FIRE DISTRICT
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTIAL REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AND VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVICE WORKERS

The Board of Fire Commissioners of the Jonesville Fire District (“Fire District”) at a Meeting held on the 16th day of February 2023, adopted the following resolution by majority vote:

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 670 of the Laws of 2022 effective December 9, 2022, the state Real Property Tax Law was amended by adding a new §466-a authorizing local governments, including Fire districts, to enact by resolution a ten (10%) percent partial real property tax exemption of the assessed value of the primary residence owned by a qualified enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated volunteer ambulance service that serves the city, town or village where the Fire District is located; and 

WHEREAS, the intent of this Resolution is to permit the partial real property tax exemption for qualified enrolled members of said emergency services organizations for real property taxes imposed by the Fire District; and

WHEREAS, on February 16, 2023, after providing the statutorily required notice, a Public Hearing was conducted by the Fire District to solicit input and to hear all persons interested in the partial real property tax exemption of the assessed value of the primary residence owned by a qualified enrolled member of said emergency service organizations that serve the Fire District; and
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the primary residential real property located in the Fire District that is owned by an enrolled member of a volunteer fire company, volunteer fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service that provides services within the city, town or village in which the Fire District is located shall be exempt from taxation and assessments levied by the Fire District to the extent of ten percent (10%) of the assessed value of such property, exclusive of special assessments, subject to the requirements set forth in this herein; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that for purposes of this Resolution the “Authority Having Jurisdiction” shall mean:
A. In the case of a fire district, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Fire District;
B. In the case of an incorporated voluntary ambulance service, the Town Board; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such exemption shall not be granted unless:

A. The applicant resides in the Fire District which is served by the above listed incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service of which the applicant is a qualified enrolled member;
B. the property is the primary residence of the applicant;
C. the property is used exclusively for residential purposes; provided, however, that if any portion of such property is not used exclusively for the applicant’s residence but is used for other purposes, such portion shall be subject to taxation and the remaining portion only shall be entitled to the exemption provided by this Resolution; and
D. the applicant has been certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or voluntary ambulance service as an enrolled member who has served such incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or voluntary ambulance service for at least two years; and 
E. the applicant must submit such certification together with the tax exemption application to the local assessor.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service who accrues more than twenty years of active service, and is so certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service, shall be granted the ten percent (10%) exemption authorized by this Resolution for the remainder of his or her life as long as his or her primary residence is located within the Fire District, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the property tax exemption authorized by this Resolution and granted to an enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance service shall, upon application, be continued to such deceased enrolled member’s un-remarried spouse if such member is killed in the line of duty, provided that:
A. Such un-remarried spouse is certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance service as an un-remarried spouse of such enrolled member who was killed in the line of duty;
B. such deceased volunteer had been an enrolled member for at least five (5) years; and
C. such deceased volunteer had been receiving the exemption prior to his or her death, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the property tax exemption authorized by this Resolution and granted to an enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance service shall, upon application, be continued to such deceased enrolled member’s un-remarried spouse, provided that:

A. Such un-remarried spouse is certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance service as an un-remarried spouse of such enrolled member;
B. such deceased volunteer had been an enrolled member for at least twenty (20) years; and
C. such deceased volunteer and un-remarried spouse had been receiving the exemption for such property prior to the death of such volunteer, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an application form for such exemption and a certification provided by the appropriate authority having jurisdiction shall be filed with the Assessor for the Town on or before the taxable status date of each year or as otherwise required as prescribed by New York State, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no applicant who is a volunteer firefighter or volunteer ambulance worker who by reason of such status is receiving any benefit under the provisions of Article 4 of the state Real Property Tax Law on the effective date of this Resolution shall suffer any diminution of such benefit because of the provisions of this Resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Motion to adopt the Resolution made by Commissioner__________.
	Seconded by Commissioner______________.
	
	On the Motion
				
	Commissioner______________		           Aye		_____Nay
	Commissioner______________		           Aye		_____Nay
	Commissioner______________		           Aye		_____Nay	
	Commissioner______________		 _____Aye		_____Nay
	Commissioner______________		           Aye		_____Nay	


	The Resolution was adopted.	
	Dated: February 16, 2023							
Breann Parseghian, Secretary
	Jonesville Fire District
Resolution No. :  BE IT RESOLVED TO open the Public Hearing Public Hearing for Partial Real Property Tax Exemption for Qualifying Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Ambulance Service Workers at 6:56 PM.
Motion:  Commissioner Mike Murphy
Second:  Commissioner Kenny Graves
ALL in favor, motion carried
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